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Our country has often been represented as moving on 
without impediment to unparalleled greatness and gk>ry. 
Nature has spread before her population an inviting and 
quickly occupied field for enterprize. Every thirty years 
is doubling our population, and our cultivated territory. 
Our growing navy rides in triumph on the ocean, our 
merchant ships traverse every sea, and spread the banner 
of stripes and stars in every port of the world. Our forms 
of government have furnished a model for a whole conti- 
nent, our power is feared, and our character known and 
respected, every where. We are the cradle of liberty, 
arts and science. The world looks on with interest, le* 
gitimate governments are jealous of our influence, they 
court our favor, and quail before the swelling tide of our 
prosperity. 

Such, and more, has been the language of those, who 
have based our durability and greatness as a nation on 
the slippery foundations alone of wealth, and rapid in- 
crease, and successful military achievements. Imagina- 
tion hfls thrown a broad stream of strong light far along 
the pathway of our destinies, and left no spots for shade. 
Fancy, in painting the future, loves to combine in the pic- 
ture the beautiful and the grand. But the occasion to 
night calls us to a different task. It is not safe to be so 
dazzled with the splendid circumstances of our condition, 
as to be blind to its dangers. And who can be so blind 
as not to see, that those elements of national greatness, 
which have commanded so much admiration, if not con- 
trolled and directed by virtuous principle, are the mate- 
rials, not of our preservation, but of our destruction t 
Our theory indeed on this subject has always been cor- 
rect The maxim is on every body's tongue, that knowl* 
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edge and Tirtue are the only safeguards of a repoUicaB 
fovernment, while all the time hare been at workc antes, 
which were sipping the rery foundations of virtn e, and 
accelerating a nation, on which the lastliope of liberty is 
suspended, to the precipice of her ruin. — -There has been 
growing up a single evil among us, slowly, and secretly, 
and surely, till it has acquired such gigantic magnitude, 
that our nation groans beneath its weight. . 

No single cause has done so pnuch to diminish the 
amount of happmess, and swell the sum of misery and 
crim^ in our land^ as* the use of 'ardent spirits.' And if 
th^'Mxt^fifty years is' to witness ad inerease of the eWl as 
rapid as that of thcf last filly, — then shall be written on 
our country's ruins •* her glory is departed." 

Wiealth cannot preserve us. It may bring us every 
coffveilieDce, and beauty,* and luxury, that the world can 
produce, but it cannot save us. ' The power of our arms 
cannot preserve us. It may carry terror to every foreign 
enemy, and repel every foreign invader, but it cannot up- 
hold the fabric of our republic, wnen its foundations are 
demolished ; when virtue, the rock on which it is built, i0 
taken away. If you would calculate the probability of our 
national perpetuity, you must enter the private dwelling, 
and take the guage of domestic virtue, you must study in- 
dividual character, — you must learn its virtues and its( 
viees.v He who will go from dwelling to dwelling through 
some portion of our land, which may be taken as a fair 
specimen of the rest, will be apt to conclude, that we have 
been so dazzled by the more imposing features of char- 
acter, which oui' nation exhibits in the agfgregate, that 
we have forgotten to cultivate those less imposing quaii- 
ties of the mind and heart, which only can give red value 
and permanency to every thing else, which we desire to 
retain. Could you read on every grave which has closed 
over its victim the last year, the cause of his death, on 
30;000 you would read intemperance f could you go 
thrbugh the land, and take a census of inebriates, the cat* 
alogue would swell to 300,000. Could you discriminate 
among the various causes that are spreading distress, and 
poverty, and sorrow over the land, you would count up 
morethian a 1,000,000 who directlv or indirectly smart 
beneath the scourge of intemperance. Could you visk 
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Ae abodes which human laws, and individiial cbaritj 
have prorided for the helpless poor, you would find more 
than six sevenths of their inmates are brought thither by 
intemperate drinking. — Qotoour prisons,aad inquire from 
cell to cell why its occupant is there, and four fifths will 
answer back intbmpbkanck ! intemperancb ! 

I need not say to this assembly, that these statements 
are not mere conjectures, but the results of a most care* 
All examination. The data on which they are founded 
have been spread before the public, and need not be re- 
peated here. But if there be still a shadow of doubt on 
any mind, of their correctness, you only need sit down 
and take almost any portion of the country, almost any 
town in which you know every man and woman, and as* 
certain the proportion between the temperate and the in- 
temperate, and apply that proportion to our whole popula- 
tion, and you will not obtain a result more favorable than 
that which has been stated. Do the same with paupers, do 
the same with convicU*, and every doubt will be removed. 
It is no welcome task to stand for the truth of iiuch asser* 
tions. 1 would gladly find them false, and be the first to 
blot them from record; but whoever attempts to make 
them out a false and milicious libel, will be met at the 
threshold of his undertaking with stubborn (acts. Pre- 
mature old age will tell him they are irue. Many a tat- 
tered dwelling, that feels all the blasts and the rains of 
heaven, would t II him they are true. The criminal box 
would tell him they are true. The prison house of the 
dead, could it speak, would tell him tliey are true. Chil- 
dren who know no parents' care, would t»'ll him they are 
true. Woman's love, unwithering even in tlie mids of 
hopelessness, would reluctantly admit then^ true And 
thougli I woul I 'I ly whisper the dreadful tkc.t, many a 
husband's broken heart an) blisted hopes, ni (ho resting 
place of his we^iriii'^ss, would testify to theii i 
It is but r4>cpntly that the public at'<n(' 
directed to tiie exte.it aud m i^nitudeof tbL< 
it has hiictif the r suits of inquiry have - 
alarmed every u li wisher to bis awn, ^ ' 
bor's, anfl his^ oou'jtrv's jrood. But atier 
descriptions v ji-h .e been viven of tho 
self, and of the I \:ih and breadtiA t&uu O" 
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and sorrow and erime, wbieh flow from Uiis prolific sonree 
of 'every thing that is opposed to human virtue and human 
happiness^ the half has not been, and cannot be told. 
Tbei'e lies beyond all that hnman eye can see, or hnman 
tongue can tell, an unuterable amount of woe, known 
only to the hearts which feel it ; and there is woe too, 
which, though the grave may hide it from our sight, will 
measure on its duration forever. Now, . that the true state 
of the case is more distinctly before us, we wonder that 
tha evil had not sooner arrested general attention, and cal- 
led forth more effectual efforts to stay its progress. But the 
groundless idea was for ages almost universally prevalent ' 
that the moderate use of ardent spirits was salutary, and 
oflen necessary — and that the occasional abuse of so use- 
ful an article must be borne with, as an evil^to which every 
good is liable. So long as such a sentiment prevailed, 
the evil rapidly increased, gathering power like a falling 
body, in the quadrate ratio of the time. At first it might 
seem a little cloud, no bigger than a man's hand, and of 
no very portentous omen. It was long accumulating, and 
gathering blackness, till it hung with threatening, dark- 
ening aspect over our land. Already its pent up energies 
began to mutter pealing notes of warning, and the lx>lts 
of its fury began to pass swiftly among us. But while we 
were looking up almost in despair, and preparing to sink 
in the general ruin, a rainbow was arched on the wrath- 
ful cloud ; ere the storm swept its desolating besom over 
the land, a discovery was made, more valuable than that, 
which can avert the lightning of heaven from our dwell- 
ings, which has divested the ill omened cloud of its most 
terrific features, and which will ere long settle it away be- 
low our horizon, and leave a sky, once curtained in sack- 
cloth, clear and cloudless. 

Many thinking men, who saw the dangers of intemper- 
ance, and sought the good of their fellow men and of 
themselves, abandoned entirely the use of ardent spirit, 
and openly acted on the principle of entire abstinence. 
Tills phm, about four years ago, began with a few. The 
e^dBLinpie was soon imitated by many — till at length a rad- 
ical change in public opinion in regard to the use of ar- 
dent spirits may be rationally hoped for. The success 
which has attended efforts directed in this channel, de- 
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Bionstrttte that it is the trbe remedy, which, if any, is to' 
remove the de«<olatin^ evil of inebriety from cur land. A 
maltitodeof tndividoa}s hare come forward in every fmrt 
of the country ready to act prompdy and decidedly on this 

gnnciple. Men in every rank of life, and of every calling 
ave nnited in the work. Associations in every part of 
the country, but more especially in New England, have 
been very generally 'formed for the vohtniary — not the 
coercive promotion of temperance. Very few, if any at- 
tempts have been made unattended by a success, which 
has more than equalled the expectations of the most san- 
guine friends of the cause. For this purpose was form- 
ed in January last, the Cumberland County Temperance 
Society. It disclaims all connexion in any shape with* 
ardent spirits. In view of the dangers to which we are 
exposed ourselves, without all the moral restraints we can 
throw around us, in view of the distress and ruin, which 
this drug of hell is bringing on those who take it to their 
lips, we dare not touch it, we dare not taste it, we dare 
not handle it. In pursuing this course, we are aware 
that we have to meet direct opposition from those who have 
made a perpetual league of amity with this enemy of man. 
Nor are we ignorant that we have to enconnter the opin- 
ion of some, in the fact of associating ourselves formally 
for this purpose, whose opinions we oppose with reluc- 
tance, and whose feelings we would most sacredly re- 
gard. To such we would say, there are reasons which, 
in our opinion, justify and call for the course we pursue. 
The principle on which our association is based is an 
entire abandonment of all connexion whatever with ar- 
dent spirits. This we believe to be the only course, that ' 
will be safe for ourselves, or do good to others. It is the 
only safe course for ourselves. Among all the 800,000 
drunkards in the United States, there is not one, who was 
not made in the school of moderate dinkers. Not one 
of tliem set out with the intention, or even the suspicion, 
of becoming an inebriate ; and where so many thousands 
have fallen, shall we all confidently calculate on stand- 
ing^! You might as well lie down to sleep where the 
tide has made its dady ebb and flow for six thousand 
years, with the confident expectation that it would not 
overflow you. It is not easy to know, till experience has 
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Uaght us, what power a little training, by moderate in* 
dnlgence, may give to an appetite for ardent spirits. £?• 
ery man who use!* it at all, is on the same highvi^ay to ruin 
which every drunkard in our land has travelled before 
him. And if you will attempt to draw a line any where 
short of total abstinence, between temperate men and in- 
temperate, you will find you have undertaken a task not 
less difficult, than to divide the darkness of night from the 
twilight of the morning. Often repeated inddgence may 
make the desire «f ardent spirit so strong that no impedi- 
ment can overcome it. It is related by Dr. Mussey, that, 
in a populous town in Massachusetts, a tippler who was 
put into an alms house, after various unsuccessful expedi- 
ents to procure rum, at length went into the wood-yard, 
and laid one hand on a block, took an axe in the other 
and with a single blow severed the hand ft'om the arm, 
and then running into the house, holding up the stream- 
ing stump, exclaimed, get same rum, my hand is cut off. 
In the confusion of the moment, a . bowl of rum was 
brought, into which he plunged the bleedipg member, and 
afterwards drank freely from the bowl, and exclaimed, 
now I am satisfied! This may be an extreme case, but 
there are many approximations towards it 

If, by putting the cup to our lips, we run the hazard of 
felling a victim, and of becoming lost to ourselves, to our 
families, and to society, and lost forever, we feel that some 
important advantages should also be rendered probable by 
touching that cup. But tt is the unitod testimony of all in 
whose judgement we can confide and of those who are the 
most competent to judge, that the ordinary use of it is 
totally useless in all cases, and in most cases injurious. 

Since the public mind has been roused on this subject, 
many experiments of fatigue and exposure, without arti- 
ficial stfmulants have been made— every one of which 
foes to confirm the doctrine, that more labour, more fa- 
tigue, more exposure in any shape, can be encountered 
without spirit than with it. 

We lay it down as an estaUished truth, that to use ar- 
dent spirits at all is dangerous. It it the primary school 
of all our drunkards. 

We also lay it down as another established truth, that 
its ordinary uie does no good. There is in oar very or*^ 
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gciH2ati6n a wise {provision for sut^plyhig strength, tqanl 
to' the demand for it, which entirely supersedes the aiti- 
fi6ial help, which man' has attempted to devise. It re* 
qtiires no miracle, to fulfil in a physical sense, the assure 
aiice that, as your day is, so shall your strength be. Our 
phTsical frame speedily adapts itself to new circumstan- 
ces, and acquires, of itself, by the ?ery endurance, the 
power of enduring. 

The plan of entire abstinence, the complete abandon*- 
ni^t of all connexion with ardent spirits, is the only rem- 
edy which can cure the evil of intemperance. Various 
other expedients have been tried, but they have been tri- 
ed in vain. The invention of man has been tasked to cure 
the disease by medicinal prescriptions. His invention 
has been tasked to no purpose, and needlessly too— for 
while drug afler drug has been administered without ef- 
fect, the simplest of all remedies has been overlooked — 
till slow and late it was found, that the fountains of the 
earth, and the clouds of heaven, pour out in profusion the 
only safe, the only certain remedy. Cold water is the 
best preventive, and the best cure for intemperance. 
Send the man who has long followed th^ cup — send him, 
even though he go with tottering step, and trembling 
hand, to the stream that leaps from the crystal rock of 
the mountain— Hhere let him slake his thirst — and he will 
return with a firm step, and a steady hand. This medi- 
cine of nature, this elixir of life, works kindly with those 
who use it, and will renew the prostrated energies even 
•f th(^ long practised inebriate 

Coercive measures have also been tried to check the 
abuses of the grossly intemperate. But these have been, 
to say the least, of very limited utility. You may for a 
time shut up the drunkard in a poor-house or prison, and 
keep him sober ; but while those whom we have courte- 
ously called temperate men, continue the habitual use 
of the same destroying drink — you no sooner set him at 
liberty, than he again resorts to his cups,, with an appetite 
whetted up td its keenest edge, by his compulsory absti- 
nence. ** Physician heal thyself," stands in the way of 
his cure. Leviathan is not so tamed. " You might as well' 
forbid the mountain pines to wave their tops, when the 
^ude winds do blow," as thus to break the drunkard's spell. 
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Ef en should the peace of society sometimes require, as it 
doubtless does, that the inebriate should be deprived of 
his liberty ; it is always a paioful alternative, and at the 
farthest, can extend to comparatively few of the victims 
of strong dritik. In no case does it reach the cause. For 
while you take off on^ in this way, another is just be-' 
hind to (ill up his place. None will learn by any experi* 
ence, except their own. Though the earth herst'lf incar- 
cerates beneath her own bosom, annually, her 30,00U,yet,a 
new army, undaunted by the fate of those who have gone 
before, march up, and enter in at the same prison doors. 
And if every clod that covers them should speak out notes 
of warning, those who are coming on at a little distance, 
would tiiink, forsooth, it could not mean them; and those 
who are very near, deaf by their own infatuation, would 
have no ear to hear it. 

It has been said, that persona intent on suicide, almost 
invariably find means to execute their purpose. The 
same is true of the most deliberate of all suicides — the 
drunkard. He does a little of his work every day, so little, 
that others scarcely perceive it, till the life-cord is cut. 

But if you caniiot drive the drunkard, you can some- 
times win him. fltere is sometimes left, even in his in- 
durated heart, a chord which will vibrate to a gentler 
touch. You can '' point a better path, and lead the way." 
Let men in all the walks of life, even in the most el'-vated, 
however safe they may feel themselves, although we hold 
that every man who tastes, is in danger, yet let them look 
abroad on the desolHtiotis which intemperance has spead, 
and is sprea«iing around them, and then, if by iheir ex- 
ample and influence, they can do any thin^ to restore 
these desolations, who would not doit? Who would 
not, if not for him^self, at least for others — bone of his 
bone, flesh f»f his flesh — who would not say, 1 will not 
touch, I will not taste ? 

The friends of temperance feel that they have a very 
strong claim on the co operation of those who move in the 
higher spheres of life. They were first in the transgres- 
sion ; and although they may not be the severest suffer- 
ers of the bitter consequences, they ought surely to be 
the first in the work of reformation. 

Intemperate drinking is not a new thing under the sun. 
In the infancy of the world, men stooped and drank at the 
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Hnng fountttos* But Ibey had not been long sMOcifttedi 
before an intoxicating drink was diaco?ered in the juice 
of the grape ; but intemperance did not 9pread its deaola- 
ting influences through all the walks of life, till a chei^>er 
article was furnished in distilled spirits. Among the 
Greeks and Romans, drunkenness was iM>nfiDed chieflj 
to the festivals Aimisfaed bj the great rnd wealthy. The % 

Spartan coldiers, the invincibles at Therwopyls, were re- 
markable for their temperate habits. Soldiers more brate 
and more hardy than they, the world has never seen. The 
armies of the Romans, that conquered the wotld, drank 
Tinegar diluted with water. 

Yet, by those on whom we have the first claims for e6» 
operation , objections are offered to efforts for the promotion 
of temperance. Said one man, whose station entitles his 
objection to a passing notice — I object to these needless 
and fanatical associations, not that I aw an enemy to tem- 
perance ; but the future hbtorian of our country will infer 
from them, that our nation is a nation of drunkard^ 
This objection, if it have any weight, comes too late. 
An appellation to that effect, has already been fixed upon 
us from abroad ; an imported label has been fastened upon 
us — '* A nation of drunkards t" and it will adhere to us, 
unless we ourselves remove it The objection, howeyer^ 
is without weight The appellation is not deserved. 
Though drunkenness abounds in our country, it is not 
yet a national characteristic. You might as well infer, 
fi'om an anti-duelling society, that we are a nation (^du- 
ellists ; or from an anti-slavery society, that we are a na« 
tton of slave-dealers. The very lact of such associations 
proves that we are neither a nation of duellists, nor a na- 
tion of slave-dealers, nor a nation of drunkards. Duel- 
lists find slave-dealers would not form associations to frus- 
trate their own purposes. Last of all, would the blinded 
victims of intemperance, ibrm associations to promote 
temperance. Yet, unless the progress of intemperance 
is stayed, unless the flood that is sweeping over the land 
is in some way diverted or dried up, the time is not 
far distant, when the power and the disposition to roll it A 

back will be lost and the faithful historian will not be led J 

by mistake to register us as a nation of drunkards^ but will 
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jpeoordthe fact as a momiinentof Usitb, ^o ihe clofiinf 
.|>9£(efof our history. 

I Ad the same place, and on the same oc<^a8ion, 4n nt- 

jlcjpnpt was made to a waken. prejudices against sachi ^K)ci- 

jmes^ by associating thenv sneeringly, . with miseti^aryy 

.SBd other bnatical and sectarian societties, as they were 

^l^tuitoiusly called. While we profi^ss ourselves ready U> 

^ vimdicatethe benevolent Christian operations of the day,— > 

' did the place or occasion require it ; yet this object .is 

tb^ la^t one in the world, which has any^thins securian, 

2.09 fanatical in it If it is sectarian xnr fanatical for a man, 

or for an association of men, to use their influence to pre- 

^ vent and reform intemperance, then is it sectarian to love 

, one's country. Then is it sectarian to love pure ntorali- 

t ty. Then . is it sectarian to love and cherish the sweet 

Xovntains of domestic haf/piness, — for against the dearest 

interests of all these, does intemperance wage a wariare 

of .destruction. 

It is said again that this is a land of liberty. You must 

.jnot restrain the freedom of men. Never was a. word per- 

, yeUed more than thHt good wotd, liberty. Because oiir 

1 citizens are not chained to the car of a despot, .but left 

. 10 ^joy their possessions and persons in security, and to 

. e»ercise the elective franchise, aje they therefore dis- 

..oharffed from all the restraints of conscience and reai»on, 

monJity and religion t So they seem to think, who thus 

piagnify the liberty we boast of. This mistaken use of a 

term is closely allied to another — ^to which anti-religionists 

have resorted, that because we have not a natioiuJ reli* 

.pion, therefore religious principle roust have no influ^n^ 

in the administration of our government, and that the 

laws of our land must pay jk> deference to the laws of God. 

But it should ever be remembered, that the civil freedom 

.of our citizens, and the absence of a national religion, are 

.^t.circumslances in our condition, and circumstances 

.^r which we would be grateful to the Giver of all good* 

These circumf'tences can never alter the eternal and ion 

mutable obligations of virtue and religion. 

yVe grj&nt to every man religions freedom. We grant 
tq every man civil freedom> who has. not Corfeited it.l^ his 
firiioes. But th^re are obligations among men, whiph 
grow out of the relations of man to man, and of man to 
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hb Maker, from which «I1 eaiihly power, ind tH 1 
laws, oaimol set them free. These are the lawe we woehl 
enforce When men associate themselves for the pnrpoa* 
esoftenperaneev it DO more deducts from their lihertj, 
in the proper sense of that term, than it does to sit down 
together at a social repast, and observe while there, the 
laws of rdfined hospitality. Yoa put no bolts and bars 
between a man's lips and the cupw There is no physical 
force, no coercive measure. It it a simple, free, voluntary 
act, done for hiaown good, and for the good of others. 
He acts in view of motives. He looks around him, and seea 
the victims of intemperance dying every year in such 
numbers, that if their bodies could be gathered into one 
valley of Hinnoni;* they vvould cover twenty roods of 
ground. He sees 300,000'more hastening to the same 
end. He sees thia man import it, and that man make 
it, and that man deal it out, to help on the work of 
destruction. He sees poverty, sickness, wo, and crime, 
the constant companions and coosej|uences of intem*- 
perance. He sees squandered for this article annn^^ 
ally, nearly five times the amount of oar publio reve» 
nue, and sixty times the income of all the religious 
charitable Institutions of Europe and America. He cal- 
culates iu abatement '4>f the amount of human lifo. If 
he makes the reasonable supposition, that each suicide by 
intemperance, -had he permitted himaelf todie a natural 
death, would have lived ten years longer, be finds, that in ' 
the course often years, it would be equivalent to the ave« 
rage lifo of 100,000 men : that if the productive industry of 
the ten years oflife, which each victim has lost, were to be 
estimated at 100 dollars a year for each, it would in the 
saase time amount to d00,000^0M<doUar8 : that, if he distri- 
butee this amount of human life equally among the whole 
population of the United States, it would make 
rage life of the whole population about one yea 
He thinks that if thirty theasand of our ottisei 
annually, with their own hand, by a ainrie thn 
dagger, release the crimson current of iTfo^ the 
phe would be indescribably dreadful ; but he ] 
thai the caUstrophe te etill more dreadful, when ^ 
number terminate their earthly existence, tn t 
time, who, for a eeties.of years, have been pullti 
2 
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ineh bj inch, the fltrong holds of life, till the last act of 
sflf-destructioD is done. I'he former catHstrophe may ap- 
pal, and turn back the most daring of those who might be 
intent on doing the same — the latter, without alarming, 
lures on its thirty thousand more, to immolate themselFet 
on the same altar. 

He looks too at the * demoralizing influence, which 
strong drink exerts on the votary of intemperance. He 
looks at the man who is a drunkard, in his relations and 
destinies, as a mpral and accountable bein^r,' and finds 
him entrenched, as in a whH of adamant, against all the 
purifying and ennobling influences of the gospel of Christ. 
The story of the cross, which has moved and melted ten 
thousand other hearts, and transformed them into the im- 
age of God, has no power oVer him* His m«ral sensibili- 
ties, once quick and alivejlo right and wronir, are motion- 
less and dead. He hears not the thunders of Sinai, nor 
the still small voice of Calvary ; — or if he hears them, he 
heeds them not. He is lost 10 society — lost to himself — 
lost forever ! This, is not a solitary case, but one of more 
than ten times ten thousand, scattered throtigh every 
town and village in our fair and beautiful land. And shall 
we be told that private liberty is invaded, if we associate 
ourselves, and form, if we can, a bulwatk against the far- 
ther encroachments of an invadimg enemy, which deso- 
lates every thing fair and lovely, that comes beneath its 
tread t Jf I give up tny liberty, when I do this, then let 
me be a slave, that i may be free. - 

That much may be done hv silent example, no one will 
deny. The enemy itself ha^ been nurtured up in our very 
midst, by silent example. And sometimes associations 
have been formed to atvengthen him ; and such associa- 
tions seem to have aecompl^hed their work more.efiecta- 
ally, than when the weight of individual iofluence alone 
has been lent to the cause of intemperance, as will appear 
from the iblloiring well anthenticated statement : — 

'^ There is no happiness in this world but in religion, 
temperance, and virtue; Of this," remarked the narra- 
tor, '' I am conviaoed ; for I am now the only survivor of 
twelve individuals with whom I formerly associated. This 
company were in the habit of meeting ofUo together for 
ike pwpose of drinking. Tbey geairaUf a isem M ed lA 
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some connting-room or loft, where their debaucheri«s 
were c&ntiiiu^ ondisturbed fjr the greater part of the 
night. Atnoog them was one older than the rest, who 
most frequently presided as director' of the proceedings. 
This one would tiometimes exclaim in the midst of their 
rereliiugs, ** Ah ! boys, this rum will sinU us into eterni- 
ty." He was the first victim ; for in one of those ftts of 
delirium caused by drunkeiuiess, he put weights into his 
pockets and walked off the dock into the river and disap- 
peared. Yes, in reality sunk into eternity. 

*' Another of them would frequently exclaim, ' My 
brains are on fire ; this rum will burn up my brains P and 
the individual who related this to me, observed he had fre- 
quentlj poured water upon his head to givt; him relief* 
This secoird victsro wciit into the country, and while there, 
was taken with one of those fits, too well known among the 
intemperate. In this situation he blew out his brains 
with a pistol, near a hay-loft. His brains were scattered 
upon the hay by the exploflion, and the hay set on fire by 
t^ flash, wiien his brains were literalfy burnt up^ accord- 
ing to his own words. Of the twelve, I am the only one 
now living. The eleven died by their own hands. Some 
swallowed poison ; some hung themselves ; and the last 
terminated his existence by cutting his throat not manj 
mouths since ; and while bleeding and expiring, he re» 
quested me to give him a glass of gin." 

Now if associations to promote intemperance, (dread- 
ful as the idea may be,) accomplish so much ; I can hard- 
ly doubt, that temperance associations may also superadd 
to their private silent example, the combined influence of 
many. Individuals may secure themselves, and perhaps 
a few others. But we look further than this. Here is a 
mighty foe, marchins^ triumphantly through the land.— 
Shall every man be content to keep his own castle, if the 
enemy happen to come that way 1 — or shall he hasten to 
the banner, and with others march in invincible phalanx, 
and with an irresistible oOset, discomfit the enemy, and 
pursue him beyond his remotest lurking-placet Many 
of those whom we wish to save, are just in the Jaws of the 
enemy, feeling secure as a man sunk in slumber, while 
his bouse is in flames around him. Would you whi«per 
to that flMn and say, '' Sir, yoar house is on firOy and 
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tbtu^ 10 a (irobabHily that yoa may be burned up, if you 
don't gel up andeome out V* If you have your senaea, 
yoo proclaifn his^ilanger in a nole ihat be must bear. 
Tbere are ^ulAuP^ passing securely along in the vari- 
ous stages towards downright sottishness, who will never 
be reached by the mere example of others. But through 
the medium, which temperance assoeiatioDS furnish, let 
the true state of their ca^e — the nature — tbe dangers-^ 
the evils of intemperance be placed distiecily before 
them, and in every case, where the lamp of reason has 
not ceased to glimmer — reason will approve the plan of 
reform ; and not a very small number, as past experience 
proves, will be as ready to leap from, this torrent of fiire^ as 
the mail who is roused from sleep with his chouse in flames 
around him. 

Since the true method of checking intemperance has 
been discovered, the suceess of efforts in the cause have 
exceeded all that was hoped for in so short a time. The 
usages of society are changed. Four years ago, the pae- 
sengers in stage coaches must honour the bar at ev- 
ery halting-place. Now you may travel in them a thou- 
sand miles, and scarcely hear a glass of spirit called 
for. And he # who does call for it, must awkwardly 
task his invention for some new apology: the old 
ones are all worn out. 

Four years ago, and every friend you called upon, would 
take you to his side-board. Now, it is seldom done. Poor 
yeafs ago, every labourer must have his daily allowance. 
Now, by a very large number of this respectable class of 
men, it is not call^ for^ nor evert desired. Four years 
ago, every vessel, that cut the briny wave, must have its 
stores of ardent spirits. Now, hundreds of vesseb, some 
<tf them on the longest and most arduous voyages our 
globe admits of, are sailed with no drink but tea and oof- 
foe, and materials for makiag beer. Four years ago, and 
akDOst every trader kept his '* slop board." Now, ihs num- 
ber who do this, is greatly diminished ; and not a very 
amalt number have excluded the article entirely from their 
traffic. It is due in justice to the merchants of our cous> 
try, to say that as large n proportion of them, as of any otb- 
ar class of men, have come tip cheerAitty to the work of t^ 
4ml falbmatsoo* altbough the^ a^Uotoody^afaM^f meft, 
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whose pecuniary intefests can be injurien^ly affected by 
the cbani^e which is coming to pass in society. Yet with 
a magnanimity and a generosity, to which no other agents 
in thid^ork can lay any claim, many of them have prompt- 
ly lent their example and influence to effect a change in 
society, which will compel those of them who were large- 
ly ^W^^ in commerce with that article, to seek out new 
channels of business, and unquestionably in many cases, 
to makeun<^inconsiderable sacrifices. They have done it 
cheerfully. As the good cause advances, principle will 
lead many more to do the same. And we hope the time 
not far dliatant, when principle and interest will, both 
unite to exterminate the traffic from our land. Already the 
amoont of ardent spirits bought, and sold, and consumed 
in New England, is reduced to one half what it was four 
years ago; and in other parts of the United States, to two 
'thirds. The fountains of intemperance are begmning to 
fail, and many of the streams are diied up. Not a few of 
those, whom wc have been accustomed to look upon as 

Cassed tbe point from which return is possible, have been 
rought back to sobriety, to industry and virtue. They 
have restored peace, plenty, and happiness, to their habi- 
tations. 

If there are those here who still follow the inebriating 
cup— if there are here any sad victims of intemperance, 
who have made their homes the abode of want, and tears, 
and terror, --who themselves tremble and reel and fall — 
whose very faces give signs of wo that all is lost — permit 
me to tell }ou, all is not lost. If you will only do as 
others have done — put forth one mighty, fearless efibrt, 
and dash forever the desolating bowl — hope will revive. 
The healing waters of Bethesda are all around you, with 
power to heal, not the first only who steppeth in, but all 
who will freely lave therein. Resort to this remedy, and 
the bounding pulse of life will leap again with youthful 
vigour to every limb. The imbecility of the drunkard 
will give place to the energy of the man. Even in son^e 
good degree, the deformities with which it has clothed 
your person, will be removed. The unnatural flush of 
your face will fade away to the bloom of health ; and the 
swollen eye, that looks out atupidly from its place, will 
I^ay amoothly in itsBock«|. and beam forth again the emo- 
2* 
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tionB of the Bdtd. SatUhine will bteak in tt^in <m ther 
gloom of your d#e!1iog. ^ Tlie tears of a diBconsolAte wife 
will be dried up, and joyous greetings will meet yon at 
your threshold. Your scanty board may again be spread 
with abundance, and peace and plenty may smile around 
you. 

Some such results we have seen. Although we mnnot 
hope to gain many such trophies among habitual drunk* 
ards — though doubtless most of them must lite.^ta a little 
time to fill up the measure of their iniquities, and then sink 
mnwept, and unhonoured to the grave ; yet if ive can do 
any thing to prevent new accessions to the trib^ of inebri- 
ates, we add not less to the amount of human happiness, 
than if we brought back the same number from inteTnpe- 
rance to sobriety. So much do we value the pure foan^ 
tains of domestic bliss, tliut if^vra can save a single family "^ 
from the sorrows whhSh no language cad describe, and 
which no heart can conceive, but those which have felt 
them, we shall not think our labour lost. But we do be-> 
lieve, that not a single familv, but thousands of families, 
will be saved, by means of temperance societies, fiom 
these unutterable sorrows. The case is fairly before you. 
Any one can judge Which is the safer course-rto aban- 
don forever, or to drink on a little, and a little, as occa^ 
sion or appetite may demand. 

Are you a father or a mother i Have you children that 
you love ?— children on whom you fondly Ifope to lean, 
when you shall'totter down the vale of years? Do not 
be the instrument of blasting your own sustaining hopes ! 
Let not your example tell your child that ardent spirits 
are necessary. Do not set him but in the path of intem- 
perance. Do not break down the statf you hope to sus- 
tain your old age. With your best exnmples, and your 
best influence, your children are exposed to dangers e- 
nough from other sources ; and after yun have donfe all 
you can do, to save them from the gulf into which thou- 
sands, as much doted on as they, have fallen, they may 
stilt disappoint your hopes, and hasten ^own your totter- 
ing steps to the grate. Bat Oh, let not this thorn he plant- 
ad in your dying pillow, thtft yottr own example has con- 
tributed to tfiakd but a drunkard of him, who sfaKmId hkve 
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been the iUrest tfioiratiient you can lettre of yourself, 
when you are dead ! 

Are you a younff mtfn — looklAg forwatd to years of 
happiness, of usefulness, and honour T See that you do 
Ddt disappoint your own anticipations. What, with your 
present feelings, would tempt you to become that loath- 
some man, whom you have seen reel through jrour streets, 
or wallow in their mire t Think how he l^ame what he 
is. Trust^noi to your strength of purpose. He once had 
as much as you. Then, as you would not be what he is 
Wfw, summon up the mightiest energies of your soul, and 
resolve never to tread one step in the path which has led 
him to remediless ruin. 

Are you one of some happy domestic circle, into which 
tb^ destroyer ban not yet entered and .marked his victim? 
Look around that little joyous band, and ask if there is a 
traitor there, who will let the murderer in ? But if you 
ever dally with him at the gate, do not ask, like Judas, 
" Is it It" ^ 

Have you A«v, whose sum of bliss is measured by her | 

Sower of contributing* to yours ? Have you those smiling, 
looming ones, who just can lisp their father's name ? — 
Look on her — look on them. And into this hallowed ^ 

scene, into which even the ^n of paradise has scarcely ^ 

dared to enter, let not the fiery pollution come. — Look on ** 

her — ^look on them f And if they cannot stay you, nought ^ 

can, which I ian say. • ^ 

Wliatever m^y be your condition, whatever your rela* 
tions in life — ^the busy hand of time is at work, to take , 

down your tenement of "clay, and to sever every earthly 
tie. If left to do its work alone, it will soon enough lay ; 

your head in the dust. Do Hot bring in to its aid this ^ 

Ibe of life^ this king of death. 
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TBM PBRANCE ANECDOTES. 

Id DuTor, N. H.» a nephew of raine, aboat ten years 
oldy was sent to a store by his moiher with a small bottle 
to procure a pint of N. £. rum for some other purpose 
than to be drunk. He carried the bottle concealed, and 
after lingering about the store a considerable time, re- 
turned with the bottle empty. After being gently reprov- 
ed by his mother, he was sent again on the same errand, 
and ailer half an hour,returued again with the bottle still 
empty. The mother, not suspecting the cause of these ce- 
peated failures, chided her son. The dutiful boy, for 
such he has always been, said, mother, 1 will do any 
thing else for you, but I cannot ask for rum ; 1 am asham- 
ed to ask for rum. The boy was excu^^ed ; and the rum 
procured in some other way. It appeaj^edon inquiry, that 
the lad could not summon up courage enough to bear the 
reproach which public Opinion is begiiming to fasten on 
the purchase of this odious article. 

Look both ^idbs of the fence. tk|ually in point 
to show both the chanjre and the power of public opinion 
in regard to the use of ai^dent spirit, is the f(*Ilowing fact. 
A teamster in Portland a few days since was seen to go 
behind a high fence back of a block of stores, wh^re in a 
cowering posture, evidently thinking himself unobserved, 
be drew a *' pistol*' from his f>ocket and- discharged it 
down his throat ; then assuming the posture of a biped, 
he strutted out into the street and in a manly voice said 
to tliose under his command '^ hfuk bowline'^ and moved 
on, little thinking that the man whorelates this, observed 
it while sitting in his counting room. 

A DRUNKARD REFORMED. A man, we)! know9 by the 
writer, who had been an habitual inebriate for twenty 
years, and was on the very verge of casting faimaelf and 
famil|r on the town for support, offered himself as a mem- 
ber of a temperance society, about four years ago'. Ue 
was BO notorious a drunkard that lie was rejected,till after 
a trial of three months. He patsed his probatioD suo- 
oeasfully, and was admitted. He hiR. «oeiioued a good 
member to this 4lay. He beeamt indttstiiout at • iM- 
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cteiic^ and in Uw eotorse of a year, built a amall house. 
Not fully aware of the great change which had taken place 
ID the town to which he belonged, he procured, according 
to ancient usage, a quantity of rum and invited the neigh- 
bours to the raising. None appeared. He inquired of a 
friend what he should do. '* Carry away that rum," was 
the reply ** and your frame shall be up in two hours." 
He carried it away, and in two hours the ridgepole was in 
its resting place.' In the same town, which carries on an 
extensive lumbering business, the severest labour is now 
very generally performed without the aifl of spirit, and 
every experiment has gone to confirm the principle, that 
men can do more without it than with it. 1 have known 
men in March, work in the water from morning to night 
with no other drink, than that which flows pure and free 
from nature's fountains. " Go thou and do likewise." 

A member of the congregational church in the town 
of , having a large barn to raise, felt very desir- 

ous of raising the frame without tiie use of rum ; but as 
no building had then been raised without it, he conclud- 
ed after considerable struggle in his own mind to furnish ^ 
rum. — He did. Many people came ; but they did not 
raise the frame the first day. Early on the next morn- 
ing, his house was thronged with those who came to fin- 
ish the raising. Among whom were those who wanted 
the morning dram. They took it — and repeated it. 
Meanwhile they became very noisy, and troublesome — 
which confusion increased. At length the hour of fami- 
ly prayer arrived, in which the good man of the house 
wished to commend himself and family to his God as 
aforetime. This however, by the noise and confusion of 
the rum drinking raisers, was effectually prevented. What 
was the result? It was tins'- Well said the good man — 
if it has come to this, that rum has tarned prajftr out of 
my bouse, "1 will tarn rum out of it He did« And it 
has not entered it since. During the* hay seasons for 
two y^ars, he lias had no rum. During the last winter 
with five men in his eai|doy in the lumbering business, 
he has had no ram ; while he ha» attended prayers daily 
HI his camp.— ^Jfirror. 
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The following remarkB are taken from the recent an- 
naal report of Uie Connecticut. State Temperance Sooi- 
ety — 

The case of drunkards is no longer hopeless. For- 
merly a reformed drunkard was a very rare spectacle. 
If a wretched inebriate awoke to a sense of his miseries, 
yet the universal custom of drinking, rendered it impos- 
sible for him to stand on the principle of entire absti- 
nence, the only principle where he could stand for a day. 

On this nnhappy class of your fellow beings it was ap- 
prehended by not a few, that the operation of your soci- 
ety would have an evil influence ;---driving them to des- 
perate measures for the gratification of appetite, or to 
terminate their life. They have heard of but one such 
instance ; — a man who committed suicide in a drunken, 
raving fit ; because the second quart of spirits promised 
him on that day, was hid from him. In general this class 
of persons look u|K>n the efforts of your society with a 
friendly, grateful eye. They seem to have a deep sense 
of their miseries, and to consider that you design their 
good ; and often when pressed upon the subject, assent 
to your principle of entire abstinence, as the only one 
which can rescue them from the drunkard's grave. 

Your committee have heard of one or two reformed 
men in every town, from which they have received in- 
formation. In some towns as many as 10 to 15, who 
were habitual inebriates, have iidopted the principle of 
entire abstinence. Tliey have ^ood reason, therefore, to 
believe that at least 200 in the State, who were common 
drunkards, are thus far, reformed men ; while several 
hundreds and perhaps thousands, who were fast sailing 
round the whirlpool of destruction, have been assisted in 
breaking from th^ charm, and are now pursuing a strict- 
ly temperate, safe and happy course. Some cases of re- 
form which liave come to their knowledge h&ve been of 
a very interesting character. A man in Middlesex Co.. 
who had been for years a sot, has been reclail^ed at 65 
years of age ; and become a hopeful subject of divine 
grace ; and he now often exclaims, ' O if this Temper- 
ance reform had commenced 20 years ago, I ahould now 
have been a man of respectability and property.' Anoth-^ 
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er, a profeisor of religion, who through the Ioto of in- 
lozicating liquor had brought much disgrace upon the 
cause of Christ, and whom privnte admonition and 8ol« 
emn warning had failed to reclaim, has' been affected bj 
this general change in the fashions of this community, 
has adopted the principle of abstinence, made a public 
confession of his sins, and is again a valuable member of 
the Church. The attachment of these men, snatched 
from ruin, is strong to your cause ; and the gratitude and 
happiness of their families is a full support against the 
obloquy and reproach cast by its foes. 



Notice to the friends or Temperance. 
Any gentlemen in Maine, into whose hands this tract 
may fall, who may have it in their power to communicate 
well authenticated fiicts indicating the progress of tem- 
perance, and the usefulness of temperance societies, will 
confer a favour by communicating them, with a responsi- 
ble name to the Corresponding Secretary of the Cumber- 
land County 1 emperance Society. Letters may be ad- 
dressed to Solomon Adams, Portland. When sent by 
private conveyance, they may be left at his house in Fed- 
eral Street, near the Stage Office, or in care of Shirley, 
Hyde & Co. Exchange Street. . 
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